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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 


On Progressive Locomotor Atary. By BrnyamMiIn DuRHAM, 

Jr., M. D., Chicago, Ill. 

The study of diseases of the nervous system is receiving 
much attention, especially since the investigations of Brown- 
Sequard, and the lines of discrimination in diagnosis are drawn 
more strictly than heretofore. By this means those most skilled 
in this specialty have separated the cases of progressive loco- 
motor ataxy from the old class of tabes dorsalis; and though 
physicians in general practice may rarely meet with instances 
of this disease, yet its study may help us to diagnose more 
accurately the usual cases of spinal paralysis. [Authors con- 
sulted: Aitken, Brown-Sequard and Flint; Duchenne, in Year 
Books of New Sydenham Soc.; Stille and Topinard, in Am. 
Jour. of Med. Sci.; Althaus, Radcliffe and Ramskill, in Lon- 
don Lancet.] 

In 1858, M. Duchenne (de Boulogne) described a form of 
paralysis where the patient retained the appearance of health 
and muscular development without being able to perform com- 
bined voluntary movements. In his case (a painter, aged 28) 
there was double - but incomplete paralysis of the sixth pair of 
herves, promatasiotie boring and flying pains, integrity of the 
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muscular force, but complete loss of co-ordination of the lower 
limbs, with diminished sensibility. This patient died of another 
disease, but at the autopsy no appreciable lesion in the brain or 
spinal cord was detected. During the following year Duchenne 
published his observations, and described “ ataxie locomotrice 
progressive as a disease whose chief characters are the increas- 
ing loss of the co-ordinating power of the movements, and re- 
tention of muscular power in strong contrast to the apparent 
paralysis.” He believed the function of co-ordination is pri- 
marily affected, and located the seat of the disorder in the 
cerebellum, corpora quadrigemina and the intervening commis- 
sure. Since the time of these observations the subject has 
been fully investigated by English and German physicians, 
who find that the present disease has formerly been included 
under the head of spinal paralysis and generally confounded 
with tabes dorsalis. 

The pathological changes in the nervous centres were only 
determined by the use of the microscope. The anatomical 
lesions occur first in the periphery of the cerebral nerves, then 
in the posterior columns of the spinal cord and the posterior 
roots of the spinal nerves, and sometimes in the optic nerves, 
motores oculi and tubercula quadrigemina. With these appear- 
ances may be associated congestion or chronic inflammation of 
the spinal cord and its meninges, and degeneration of the 
central gray matter, but primarily this disease consists in 4 
wasting away of the medullary matter in the nervous tubules 
and granulation with hypertrophy of the intermediate elements. 
In place of the nerve fibres there are delicate empty tubes 
surrounded by cells containing several nuclei. In all cases 
there exists a gutter-like depression in the posterior portion of 
the cord, quite marked in the dorsal and lumbar regions. Bour- 
don gives the anatomical characters as follows: “The posterior 
columns of the spinal cord, and sometimes the cineritious sub- 
stance also, had undergone degeneration, were of a grayish- 
yellow color and semi-transparent; the posterior roots of the 
spinal nerves were also atrophied, sometimes the optic nerve, 
znd in one case the tubercula quadrigemina had become altered. 
Anatomically, the disease is a chronic inflammatory process, 
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resulting in the atrophy of the nerve elements, and which, being 
confined to the posterior column of the spinal cord, begins in its 
lumbar region, and gradually extends thence both upwards and 
downwards. With this alteration is associated a spinal menin- 
gitis affecting the posterior face of the cord, and proportioned 
in its degree to that of the alteration of the cord itself.” These 
pathological appearances agree with the symptoms of the dis- 
ease and the discovery of Brown-Sequard that “ the posterior 
columns are the principal channels for the excitations which 
produce reflex movements.” 

“In cases of alterations limited to the posterior columns, but 
occupying all their length and thickness, or only the whole of 
the lumbar swelling, there is an impossibility of standing or 
walking, depending upon the loss of the reflex actions of the 
limbs; but, in bed, the patients in such cases can move their 
lower limbs pretty freely.” In limited affections of these col- 
umns there is hypersesthesia in the parts of the body behind 
the injury, and the reflex actions and voluntary movements of 
the limbs may persist, but in alterations of a great part of their 
length the hypereesthesia is much less. So in the earlier stages 
of progressive locomotor ataxy we have fugitive pains, which 
are referred to a rheumatic or neuralgic origin, and slight 
affection of some of the cerebral nerves as the sixth or third 
pair, and in certain cases impairment of vision. After some 
time the patient notices a difficulty in walking, his motions be- 
come uncertain, often he cannot walk without watching the 
position of his feet, and he acquires a peculiar, awkward, stag- 
gering gait, so that his legs are thrown widely apart, while the 
body is swayed from side to side, and though when lying down 
he possesses full muscular power, yet his uncertain movements 
make walking very tiresome. 

Trousseau relates one instance where a physician requested 
him to see an odd case of paralysis in a man eighty years old. 
Though unable to walk, the patient overthrew his unsuspecting 
attendant, who tried to hold his flexed leg in such a way that 
he could not extend it. The power remains without the control 
of muscular action. The character of the disease appears when 
ay attempt is made to execute a combined movement, especially 
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when the actions are not guided by the sight. In the progress 
of the affection the upper extremities become affected, which ig 
soonest manifested by inability to control the fingers in button. 
ing the clothing, particularly at the neck or back where vision 
fails to assist in directing the movements. Later in the disease 
there is diminution of tactile sensibility, the power of speech 
becomes impaired, the articulation is indistinct and stammering, 
and sometimes the use of the eyes is lost. In the female the 
catamenia and the power of conception continue, but in the 
male there seems at first to be an increase of sexual desire, 
which, with the virile power, is lost in the progress of the 
degeneration ; sometimes there is incontinence of urine, but 
generally the urinary and digestive organs present no special 
symptoms. In the later stages the disease may be complicated 
with symptoms of motor paralysis and chronic myelitis, which 
sometimes coexist with this affection, and the patient may lapse 
into paralysis or insanity. 

It was formerly supposed that ataxy was caused by onanism 
or excessive sexual indulgence, but there is no special origin 
for this nervous disorder. The primary cause of progressive 
locomotor ataxy operates upon the whole nervous system, with 
a preference for the spinal cord, and consists in an alteration 
of the reflex power, which is sooner manifested in the lower 
than the upper limbs, since this reflex co-ordinating power is 
more developed in the lumbar portion of the cord. There may 
be a hereditary tendency to this disease, but sex exerts no 
influence; exposure to cold and dampness, bodily and mental 
fatigue, and a rheumatic condition, have been mentioned as 
causes. 

In regard to the diagnosis, the physician is liable to confound 
this special form with chronic myelitis and general paralysis. 
Many cases have been considered as instances of incurable 
chorea, which they resenible in many of their symptoms. But 
though the type of the spinal disease may not be distinguished 
by the premonitory signs, yet it will appear plainly when in 
the progress of the case there is a defect of co-ordinating power 
without wasting or loss of action of the muscles. 

In regard to the prognosis, it is always very unfavorable; 
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still, the affection is a lingering one, and the patient usually 
sinks from some intercurrent disease: a hope may be held out 
that with proper care the progress of the degeneration may be 
stayed, but great caution is necessary in regard to promising 
any return to health. 

In respect to the treatment, the different remedies used in 
other nervous disorders have been employed without eliciting 
much confidence. The indications of treatment are, 1st, to 
combat any complication which aggravates the disease; 2dly, 
to enrich the blood, and thus relieve the constitutional affection; 
and 8dly, to assist the nutrition of the spinal cord. Hygienic 
remedies must be the physician’s principal weapons. Attention 
has been called to the judicious employment of electricity and 
the use of sulphur baths, which in some cases have been pro- 
ductive of a little improvement, but hydropathy has been faith- 
fully used without any benefit. The different remedies which 
have gained a transient reputation in the treatment of ataxy 
seem to have been used in cases attended with myelitis, menin- 
gitis, or a rheumatic diathesis. We can readily understand the 
benefit which in such instances might attend the use of bella- 
donna, ergot and bromide of potassium in relieving the conges- 
tion of the spinal cord, and though the action of nitrate of silver 
is not so clearly defined, yet it seems to act much in the same 
way, and certainly proves useful in cases of a rheumatic char- 
acter, where, too, iodide of potassium has been beneficial. But 
though the pathological changes are local, we must not forget 
that these are the manifestations of constitutional perversions 
of nutrition, and every means is necessary to enrich the blood ; 
therefore, the patient should live on the most nutritious food 
and be much in the open air, while medicinally we may resort 
to the hypophosphite of soda and cod liver oil. Lastly, in 
attempting to assist the nutrition of the spinal cord, we can 
increase the flow of blood to this organ by a very guarded use 
of strychnine or opium, using the precaution not to produce an 
injurious congestion of the cord. It seems as yet to be an open 
question whether nitrate of silver and iodide of potassium have 
any power to check the degenerative changes which impair the 
nutrition of this nervous centre. In cases unmixed with inflam- 
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mation some good may be experienced by position, causing the 
patient when in bed to lie on his back with the lower extrem. 
ties raised higher than the spine, and in suitable cases we might 
resort to the alternation of heat and cold, by placing ice on the 
back for ten minutes and following with a hot poultice for an 
hour. The fatal termination of the cases noticed has usually 
been from some disorder of the respiratory system or from 
typhoid fever, and death rarely occurs without the supervention 
of some other disease. 


A Case of Progressive Locomotor Atary. By J. P. Ross, 
M. D., Attending Physician to the Cook County Hospital. 


(Reported to the Chicago Medical Society.) 


John W. , aged 87, sailor, a native of England, was ad- 
mitted into the City Hospital, February 16, 1860. He stated 
that he had enjoyed good health until three years previously. 
In the spring of 1857 he felt a prickling sensation, followed by 
a numbness in the toes of the left foot, which gradually ex- 
tended over the foot and leg. This was attended by a dimim- 
tion of voluntary power in the parts. His right leg became 
similarly affected. 

From this date his power of walking became impaired. His 
general health was good, and he continued his work until May, 
1858. At this time he sailed to the West Indies with a hope 
of obtaining benefit from a change of climate, but returned in 
no way improved. During the following winter, wandering 
pains were felt in the left leg, and soon the knee became pain 
ful, hot and swollen. Blisters were applied, and the mur. tinct. 
ferr. given internally. 

In three weeks the left knee got well, and the right one 
became affected in the same way, the difficulty disappearing 
after the same length of time. At this date sensibility was 
very imperfect, and the power of using the lower extremities 
was almost entirely gone. A pain was felt between the scapt- 
le ; counter-irritation was now applied to the spine, and strychs 
nia given by the attending physician until involuntary starting® 
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of the legs occurred, but no improvement in the power of motion. 
Since this time there has been but slight improvement. 

On admission, his general appearance was healthy. Muscular 
development of lower limbs good. Was able to draw up his 
legs in the bed, or to move them in any direction; but in 
attempting to stand, he experienced great difficulty in steady- 
ing his legs sufficiently to bear his weight upon them; succeeded, 
however, after great effort, by leaning much of his weight on 
the back of a chair. On attempting to walk—by sliding the 
chair before him—his legs were jerked outwards, and soon 
losing control of them, the patient would fall upon the floor. 
The sensibility of the feet and legs was much reduced; numb- 
ness was felt in the ends of the fingers of both hands; suffered 
at times with sharp, shooting pains through the body and limbs, 
like the pains of rheumatism ; the urine dribbled away involun- 
tarily; the bowels were moved with difficulty; generative power 
extinct ; other functions normal. ; 

The doctor remarked that this case was under observation 
before the discovery of Duchenne was known to the profession 
in this country, and although the history did not give the minu- 
tie of symptoms, it contained the principal features of the dis- 
ease, of which the chief was the want of power of locomotion, 
which was not caused by muscular paralysis, but by a loss of 
power to co-ordinate the muscular movements. 

The history revealed this patient able to move the lower 
limbs in every way when he lay on the bed or was seated on a 
chair, but he could not steady and regulate their movements so 
as to effect locomotion. This is the main feature of the disease. 
The sharp, shooting pains and the numbness of the extremities, 
presented by this case, are generally present in this disease, 
but may be absent. Of seven cases reported by Dr. Radcliffe, 
four of the number had not the pains, and two had no anzs- 
thesia. And the symptoms presented by the rectum, bladder 
and generative apparatus generally found, as in the case re- 
Ported, are not necessary to constitute the disease, the essential 
idea of which is expressed by the name—locomotor ataxy. 

On the subject of treatment, the doctor had but little confi- 
dence in any method unless resorted to in the early stage of the 
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disease. His case was kept in the hospital for about three 
months under the alternate influence‘of various remedies, among 
the chief of which were iron, phosphorus and cod liver oil, 
without any material benefit, and he was finally dismissed ag 
incurable. 


Report of the Committee on Diseases of the Eye. By E. L, 
otmEs, M. D., of Chicago. 


(Read before the Illinois State Medical Society, June 6th, 1866.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—As your Committee on 
Diseases of the Eye, I would most respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing Report : 

It is to be regretted that other members of the society have 
not sent to your committee contributions upon some subject of 
Ophthalmology. 

The experience of many of our members is so extensive in 
the treatment of many of the diseases of the eye, that much 
valuable knowledge regarding these diseases could be placed on 
record. 

As a matter of great practical interest as well as importance, 
I venture to repeat what I have already brought to your notice 
at previous meetings in reference to the subject of conjunctivitis. 
It has been my intention to make this disease and its sequele 
the subject of a special paper for the consideration of this 
society. Although I have already promised such a paper, I 
may here state that I hope to present it at no distant time. 

With increasing experience in the treatment of these diseases 
in patients from every portion of this State and the Northwest 
generally, I am the more convinced there are few affections 0 
common and important and at the same time so neglected as 
these. Conjunctivitis is often so trifling, that it yields readily 
to the simplest treatment; often a most serious affection, which 
requires the utmost care and skill of the practitioner, and 0c 
casionally, it must be admitted, baffles the best resources of the 
oculist, however experienced, ruining the sense of sight, oF 
leaving the eye much impaired in usefulness. Conjunctivitis 
is no exception to the rule that inflammation of any orga, 
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however trifling it may at first appear, may resist the most 
skilful treatment, and yet there is scarcely a serious disease 
which we can so readily control by remedies, early and judi- 
ciously applied, as this. 

Skill in the treatment of this disease depends principally 
upon the manner in which remedies are applied locally—upon 
the strength and frequency of the applications, more, perhaps, 
than upon the selection of the agent. 

Internal remedies, although sometimes of very great impor- 
tance, are often of secondary value—less valuable, we believe, 
than attention to quantity and quality of food and to protection 
of the eyes from all kinds of irritation. 

There is scarcely anything worthy of particular notice, as 
indicating progress in the application either of new or of old 
remedies in this disease. 

Chemical science multiplies almost without limit the number 
of agents which may be used with more or less favorable results. . 
Experience shows, however, I think, that with quite rare ex- 
ceptions, no advantage is gained by increasing the number of 
astringent salts used in the local treatment of conjunctivitis. 
Nothing has as yet superseded the old remedies. Other salts 
are valuable in such cases as resist all ordinary means. 

The permanganate of potash is worthy of mention as an anti- 
septic in purulent conjunctivitis. It can be used in a solution 
of ten to twenty grains to the ounce of distilled water, dropped 
freely upon the conjunctiva at intervals between the applications 
of other remedies. There is reason to believe that the purulent 
matter, confined between the cornea and the folds of oedematous 
conjunctiva, which are so often observed in this disease, pro- 
motes ulceration of the cornea by its septic qualities. 

The permanganate of potash is known to counteract the 
effects of this purulent matter. From the apparently good 
effects of this agent in a few cases, I am disposed to urge its 
use, 

In the treatment of the diseases of the cornea there has been 
comparatively little advance during the past year. The subject 
of paracentesis of the cornea in cases of ulceration, hypopyum, 
and chronic inflammation, has attracted considerable attention 
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among ophthalmologists. This little operation is especially 
indicated in deep ulcerations and abscesses of the cornea, and 
in cases of great pain with tendency to increased intraocular 
pressure. 

The connection between the choroid and sub-conjunctival 
membrane is so intimate through vessels perforating the scle- 
rotic, that there is often in conjunctivitis serious complications 
with the choroid and ciliary processes, which not only derange 
the nervous supply, but also increase the tension of the intra- 
ocular fluids. Paracentesis of the cornea removes this tension 
and seems to aid in restoring the nervous and vascular supply 
to their normal condition. 

Since the ordinary puncture through the cornea soon closes, 
thus rendering its effects of short duration, an incision into the 
periphery of the anterior chamber with a cataract knife, with 
its edge directed backward, as proposed by Hancock, has been 
found in many cases a valuable means of relieving pain and 
overcoming tension of the globe. This incision does not close 
80 readily as the ordinary minute opening made in the cornea 
by paracentesis, but allows the fluids to escape slowly for many 
hours. 

Whether the good effects of this operation depend upon the 
form of opening into the anterior chamber and the consequent 
prolonged evacuation of the aqueous humor, or also upon the 
division of the ciliary muscle, is a matter of some doubt. The 
fact that in certain painful central ulcers of the cornea, the 
pain becomes less, as soon as the ulcer penetrates the cornea, 
either spontaneously or by puncture; and that the incision 
through the sclerotic in Hancock’s operation seems most bene- 
ficial when it reaches the periphery of the anterior chamber 
and discharges the aqueous humor, would seem to indicate that 
in many cases at least the good results are independent of 
section of the ciliary muscle. Although a most valuable thera 
peutical agent in some forms of disease, it will still often fail to 
accomplish all that is desirable. 

In reference to diseases of the iris, there is scarcely anything 
new to excite our interest. There is a tendency, to a greater 
or less extent, among oculists to seek remedies for the treat 
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ment of iritis without the use of mercury. Iodide of potash, 
turpentine, muriate of ammonia, have been used with good 
effects. Undoubtedly the most important agent is belladonna, 
which, in the form of a strong solution of neutral sulphate of 
atropine, should be instilled between the lids very frequently 
and from the very commencement of the attack. The failure 
to make an early diagnosis, and the neglect to bring the iris 
under the immediate influence of atropine before adhesions 
have taken place, are the chief causes why so many cases of 
iritis terminate, with vision more or less seriously impaired. 

Further experience is required to demonstrate the absolute 
value of other remedies as compared with calomel. I am confi- 
dent, if members will employ atropine early and freely, they 
would find less necessity for using large doses of calomel. 

If in any case treatment has been neglected, either on the 
part of the patient or physician, and the pupil becomes con- 
tracted and the iris adherent to the capsule of the lens, it~ 
should be always borne in mind that the subsequent danger 
from relapses is in proportion to the extent of the adhesions. 
Each relapse tends to increase the extent of the adhesions till, 
finally, the whole pupillary edge of the iris is attached to the 
crystalline lens. The aqueous humor collects between the lens 
and iris, forcing the latter forward towards the cornea. This 
condition cannot long continue without producing choroiditis 
and total loss of vision. The early removal of a portion of the 
iris, in cases of extensive adhesions, is not only almost certain 
to prevent relapses, but in cases, where the whole pupillary 
edge is adherent, will also restore the eye to sight. 

I believe this important subject is overlooked by many prac- 
titioners, for the number of cases in which vision evidently 
might have been saved, but was lost from neglect of this opera- 
tion, has not been small in my own experience. 

In reference to the subject of cataract, there is much more 
to be said than the limits of this report can admit. 

There is a marked tendency among the most distinguished 
oculists of the world to resort to the operation of extraction in 
nearly every form of cataract, whether hard or soft, except, 
perhaps, in infancy. 
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The removal of a portion of the iris, as in the operation for 
artificial pupil, seems to meet with almost universal approval 
among all oculists. This enables the whole cataract, nucleus 
and cortical substance to pass more readily through the iris 
with less danger of bruising it. 

The more frequent use of atropine before and after the Oper- 
ation, for the sake of paralyzing the iris and ciliary muscle, ig 
recommended, and I believe with much reason, by Greefe. 

For a description of these modifications in the operation for 
extraction of cataract, I would refer to the extended articles of 
Critchett and Bowman in English, and of Greefe in German. 

The use of the ophthalmoscope has become of more impor- 
tance not only in the diagnosis of diseases of the intraocular 
structures but also for the investigation of diseases of certain 
other organs. 

The use of this instrument is of special advantage to those 
who wish to investigate disease of the brain and nervous system. 
The ease with which the observer can look upon the retina and 
end of the optic nerve, (papilla,) and the fact that these nervous 
structures are so directly connected with the brain, not only by 
their nervous structure but also by their vascular supply, should 
awaken interest in all who study nervous disease. Several 
important monographs have been lately written upon the oph- 
thalmoscope as a means of diagnosis of the affections of the 
brain. 

The investigations which have thus far been made have failed 
to establish, except in a few diseases, such uniformity of appear- 
ances in the eye as will enable us to decide what abnormal 
conditions are dependent upon diseases of the brain and which 
are simply local manifestations of disease in the retina and 
optic nerve. Undoubtedly further research will extend our 
knowledge of this subject. 

It is worthy of consideration that the use of the ophthalmo- 
scope should no longer be confined to the specialist. The 
manner in which it is to be used is now so clearly explained; 
the plates illustrating the normal as well as the abnormal 
appearances in the choroid, retina, optic papilla and their 
vessels are now so numerous and accurate, that it requires 





REPORT ON DISEASES OF THE EYE. 801 


comparatively little practice with the instrument to acquire 
reasonable skill in its use. 

Ophthalmoscopic appearances in the choroid or retina can 
be readily understood by comparison with the plates in several 
well known works. 

It cannot but be a matter of interest to this society to be 
informed that the clinical advantages for those wishing to pur- 
gue the study of diseases of the eye are, year by year, increas- 
ing in the city of Chicago. In the Cook County Hospital, 
recently opened for the treatment of the poor of the county 
generally, there has been opened a special ward for the treat- 
ment of diseases of the eye and ear. This portion of the 
hospital has been placed under the charge of Dr. J. S. Hil- 
dreth, and will be available to all students interested in oph- 
thalmology. 

The Chicago Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, now just 
entering upon the ninth year of its existence, is still in a most . 
prosperous condition. Its capacity and accommodations have 
been recently much enlarged. Two hundred and sixteen pa- 
tients have received the benefits of this charity during the past 
year. Ample facilities have been given the student for prac- 
tical observation in the diagnosis of diseases of the eye with 
their medical and surgical treatment. During the war, there 
were treated at the Infirmary a large number of soldiers, sol- 
diers’ wives and children. ¥ 

The Northwestern Sanitary Commission for some months paid 
the board of soldiers affected with diseases of the eye while 
under treatment at the Infirmary. There is still a small sum 
of money at the disposal of the Infirmary for the use of such 
discharged soldiers with diseases of the eye as may wish to 
obtain treatment. 

It is most desirable that the friends of the Infirmary should 
not only enable it to bestow treatment and medicines gratui- 
tously, as they now do, but also to support the patients while 
in its wards. It is to be hoped the benevolent people of this 
State will contribute as large a fund for this Infirmary as was 


established in Massachusetts and New York for the infirmaries 
of those States. 
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The Infirmary is open to members of the profession at al] 
times for inspection. 

I trust members of this society will not deem of little im. 
portance the general subject of specialties, and particularly the 
claims of ophthalmology as a specialty. 

The fact that several of our public institutions for medical 
instruction have appointed special lecturers for the depart- 
ment of ophthalmology, is proof that the subject is of no 
small importance in their estimation. The fact that you, 
for several years, have appointed a special committee on oph 
thalmology, is sufficient to indicate how important you consider 
this subject. 

Your committee is among those who believe most earnestly 
in the great good which can be accomplished by special atten- 
tion directed to particular classes of diseases. 

The science of medicine is too broad for one mind to cultivate 
with success its whole domain. While well directed efforts in the 
investigation of special subjects and in the treatment of diseases 
of special organs cannot fail to secure a degree of skill in diag- 
nosis and treatment superior to that of general practitioners, it 
must not be forgotten that no one can become a reliable spe- 
cialist without careful study of all the principles of medicine 
and without quite extensive experience in the diagnosis and 
treatment of disease of other organs. 

It is often said by practitioners of experience that no phy- 
sician should select his specialty till he had been at active 
practice several years. It is undoubtedly a fact that a student, 
who devotes four years to the careful study of medicine previous 
to taking his degree of doctor, and subsequently spends five 
years in study and practice, has not gained more important 
knowledge than is required to pursue with the best advantage 
some important specialty. 

Ophthalmology we believe should, in a measure, be an excep- 
tion to this rule. The science of this specialty is now not only 
so extensive, that a careful study of its theory and practice, 
with clinical experience sufficient for accurate diagnosis, re- 
quires a long period; but the operations are of such a nature, 
that they demand more than ordinary practice upon both the 





REPORT ON DISEASES OF THE EYE. 803 


dead and living subject to secure perfection, or even tolerable 
skill. 

It is not necessary to dwell upon the fact, that the recogni- 
tion of abnormal changes in so delicate tissues as those of the 
eye requires long training of the eye on the part of the ob- 
server, and that many of the operations require a delicacy of 
manipulation which can only be acquired by long and patient 
practice. 

There is scarcely an argument in favor of specialties more 
forcible than the fact, that nearly all the great original works 
in the various departments of our science have been written by 
specialists, or compiled from the fruits of their labors. Nearly 
all the great discoveries have been made by men who have 
devoted their energies to one special field of labor. 

The science of ophthalmology affords one of the most inter- 
esting fields of study in the whole range of medicine. We can 
scarcely conceive of anything more delightful than the satisfac- 
tion of having restored the blind to sight. The good results of 
medical and surgical treatment are not more apparent in any 
branch of practice than in the management of diseases of the 
eye. The treatment of iritis, the operation for cataract and 
artificial pupil are specially worthy of high praise as wonders 
of science. While the efforts of the oculist are so often crowned 
with wonderful results; while the oculist himself finds so very 
much to encourage him and give him the satisfaction of having 
accomplished a great good, it must not be forgotten that his 
sense of responsibility and his anxieties are also very great. 
His patience is severely taxed in his efforts to relieve some of 
the more common but obstinate diseases. Patients often imag- 
ine that the oculist, if he is really well educated in his depart- 
ment, should in all cases prevent the loss of sight, and restore a 
diseased eye to health. Unfavorable results in a case of disease 
of the eye, often bring more condemnation upon the oculist, 
than even death in ordinary practice upon the general physi- 
cian,. In the one case the reproach is more lasting, for the 
patient is a living witness of the failure; in the other, the grave 
covers the proof of ill success, and all is soon forgotten; for 
the loss of an eye the medical attendant alone is blamed; the 
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death of a patient is regarded as a dispensation of an all-wige 
Providence. 

The true field of labor for the oculist is in a large city or in 
a densely settled country. It should not be the sole object of 
his ambition to accumulate wealth or secure a reputation by the 
skill he has attained, but also to act as a teacher. We do not 
wish to surround any of the operations upon the eye, even the 
most delicate, with mystery. It is true, however, that the most 
important of them do require much practice in their perfect 
performance and much judgment in the subsequent care and 
treatment of the patients. A thinly settled community cannot 
afford the specialist a sufficient number of cases to secure the 
requisite skill in the management of these important diseases. 

Hence, as I have said, large cities are the appropriate field of 
labor for the oculist. While, in such cities, with the oculist near 
him, the general practitioner may neglect, if he chooses, par- 
ticular attention to diseases of the eye without detriment to 
his patients, it is one of the special duties of the general practi- 
tioner in the country to make the ordinary diseases of the eye 
the subject of careful study, not only theoretically but practi- 
cally. 

This is an absolute demand which any community in the 
country can rightfully make upon the physician who seeks to 
practice medicine in it, for these diseases are common, and upon 
their family physicians alone must patients depend for advice 
and aid. 

It is a remarkable fact that the common diseases of an organ 
so important as the eye should be neglected by so many prac- 
titioners of the West. 

It would be difficult to estimate the number of people who 
become blind from incompetent medical advice and treatment in 
the early stages of inflammation of the different tissues of the 
eye. 
There seems to be but one explanation of this neglect. In 
our medical colleges the subject has either been almost wholly 
ignored or received so little attention, that the graduate on com 
mencing practice, finds it almost impossible either to make 4 
diagnosis or advise a suitable course of treatment. Usually, he 
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neglects through life what he has neglected in his preparatory 
studies. 

In Europe, the most celebrated oculists are recognized as 
worthy of the high position they hold in the estimation not only 
of the public but of the medical profession. 

In this country we have already many ophthalmologists who 
do honor to their specialty as well as the profession generally. 

It is due to the high minded specialists of this country, that 
the profession discriminate between those who deserve full 
respect for their honor and faithfulness, and those who bring 
discredit upon their specialty by disregard for all that our pro- 
fession holds sacred as it were; who perform the acts of charla- 
tans, or who are eager to pursue as near as possible the course 
of dishonorable men, and yet pretend to the strictest obedience 
to the spirit of the code of ethics—the highest written law known 
to our profession. It is the course pursued by one class of spe- 
cialists which has brought dishonor upon the whole system of 
specialties. 

It is to be regretted that there is any tendency to misunder- 
standing and warm discussion between the conservative portion 
of our profession and the partizans of specialties. We hope no 
precipitate action will be taken on either side. 

The differences of opinion are evidently more imaginary than 
real. It is doubtful whether any one, however conservative 
he may be, would object to the most devoted pursuit of a 
specialty, provided the medical education of those who thus 
devote themselves is such as fully fits them in all respects for 
its practice. 

It is doubtful, on the other hand, whether any specialist of 
good reputation in our country would advocate the pursuit of a 
specialty in a manner which would tend to narrow the views of 
the practitioner. 

It is probably a well established fact that the young man 
who spends four years in the study of language and the sciences 
previous to the commencement of his three years course of 
medical studies will be better prepared, all things considered, 
0 perform the active duties of his profession, than one who 
devotes the —_ seven years to the medical sciences alone. 
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So also the student of medicine should devote himself for 
years most earnestly to the study and practice of his profession 
before devoting his best energies to a single specialty. I have 
already expressed my opinion in regard to the limits within 
which the oculist might with propriety, from the very beginning, 
give his attention to his specialty. 

Any system of education is to be strenuously deprecated, 
which would permit a student to select for study those portions 
alone of anatomy, physiology, materia medica and surgery, 
which he might consider as bearing directly upon his specialty. 

I would consider the establishment of special infirmaries for 
the treatment of diseases of the eye and ear as a matter of 
great importance. Such patients, being usually in compara- 
tively good general health, are in far better circumstances in 
an infirmary than they can be under the same roof with patients 
suffering from typhoid fever, erysipelas, suppurating wounds 
and other diseases, which render all our best means of ventila- 
tion in general hospitals, to a certain extent, ineffectual. Such 
infirmaries should be open for all students who wish to extend 
their knowledge of diseases of the eye or ear. 

I take pleasure in stating that an American Ophthalmologi- 
cal Society has been formed, and is now in successful operation, 
which is composed of members, many of whom are well known 
throughout the country, as well as in Europe. I believe this 
society will accomplish much for science, and will tend to 
inspire the whole profession with the desire to place ophthalmol- 
ogy in the position it should hold, and to lead all students of 
medicine to make it the subject of careful study. 

As a most earnest advocate of specialties in large cities and 
densely populated communities, I trust no course will ever be 
directly or indirectly recommended which will tend to lead the 
specialist to pursue a superficial course of medicine, or 
increase the danger that the general practitioner in the country 
will neglect ophthalmology, on the ground, that it is the proper 
sphere of the specialist alone. These results must inevitably 
follow an injudicious subdivision of professional labor. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 


DISCUSSION ON DIPHTHERIA. 


The section was organized by the appointment of Dr. Lake 
J. Tefft, of New York, Chairman, and Dr. W. B. Bibbins, of 
New York, Secretary. 

Dr. H. D. Holton of Putney, Vermont, Chairman of the 
Committee on Diphtheria, as it had prevailed in the United 
States, made a report by reading an elaborate and interesting 
paper. He gave a history of the disease from its first appear- 
ance in this country, more than a century since. He insisted 
that diphtheria should not be confounded with follicular tonsilitis 
and kindred affections; in fact, nothing should be dignified with 
the name that did not present the characteristic exudation, with 
swelling of the cervical glands, etc. Neither»should it be 
confounded with scarlatina or croup. Tables were presented 
showing the fatal month, the proportion of deaths at various 
ages of the three diseases. The disease was divided into 
diphtheria simplex, diphtheria maligna or gangrenosa, and 
tracheal diphtheria. He entered at some length into the dis- 
cussion of the sequels, stating that they were paralysis, rheum- 
atism, and general cachexia. 

After discussing the various plans of treatment, he divided 
it into local and general. Such mild cathartics shofild be used 
as the case seemed to require, although nothing like active pur- 
gation should be indulged in. Chlorate of potassa should be given 
pulverized with an equal amount of sugar, a little placed in the 
mouth, and allowed to run down the throat, that the local as 
well as the constitutional effect might be obtained. 

Sulph. quin. and tr. ferri chloridi should be used as occasion 
required; also alcoholic liquors, either alone or combined with 
chinchona bark; wine whey, milk punch, and beef-tea were to 
be used to support the patient when a nourishing diet could not 
be taken. 

The local application should be sych as would prevent the 
absorption of fluid portions of the ii, sation For this purpose 

rsulphatum ferri was recommended; also the following: B. 

t. ferri chloridi, chlorat. potasse, aa 3j; glycerine pure, 3 ij. 
Misce. Either of these to be carefully applied with a soft 
brush. Externally, an infusion of hops in lye or wood ashes 
Would be found best for any hot fomentation. 
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The following deductions were made: 1st. That diphtheria 
has occurred as an epidemic from time to time from the first 
settlement of this country; 2d. That it is a distinct disease, on 
no account to be confounded with scarlatina or croup; 84, 
That it is particularly a disease of childhood, although it 
exempts no age; 4th. That it is communicable to that degree 
that it is the duty of every physician to separate the infected 
from those that are well, particularly in children; 5th. That it 
is a disease primarily affecting the blood, consequently the 
treatment to be effective must be not local but general, and of 
such a nature as to eradicate or neutralize the poison; such local 
treatment should, however, be used as will prevent the absorp- 
tion of fluid portions of the exudation; 6th. That when the 
exudation has invaded the trachea, the only hope of saving the 
patient is in tracheotomy. 

On motion of Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, of N. Y., the report was 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. King wished to take exception to the remark made in this 
paper that when the membrane is thrown off from the trachea 
the patient will almost always get well. He had seen two cases, 
one a man and the other a child, in which the membrane had 
been thrown off and both had died. He could not believe that 
the cast-off membranes were ever reabsorbed. He stated that 
he had ceased to use local applications for anything more than 
their antiseptic effects; and for this purpose he thought that 
the solution of common salt was as good as anything else. 


Dr. Gallagher, of Pittsburgh, Pa., expressed himself much 
ayo with the report. He regretted, however, that the author 
ad made no reference to the use of alum as a local application. 
He had used that remedy with the happiest effects, and had 
more confidencetin it than all the others. He had used also 
with great satisfaction the ordinary “hard cider,” with a view 
of assisting the elimination of the morbid materials by the 
kidneys. 

Dr. Worthington Hooker, of New Haven, stated that there 
was a great tendency in the profession to run into extremes In 
reference to treatment. He was not disposed to think that any 
disease could be successfully treated by following any one plan 
to the exclusion of others. The really rational plan was to 
follow all the indications in the particular case as they might 
arise. There were ynany marked distinctions between croup 
and diphtheria, but he chose only to refer to the want of that 
severe constitutional disturbance in the former which is never 
absent in the latter disease. 

Dr. McCollum, of Vermont, stated that he had seen 200 
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cases of the disease in his county within the last five years. He 
had seen three or four cases recover after the membrane had 
been cast off. He never used gargles except as disinfectants, 
As regards ice, he had noticed benefit from its use in a great 
many cases. He had also been in the habit of allowing his 
patients to inhale the vapor of acetic acid, and with marked 
benefit. 

Dr. Gross, of Pittsburgh, stated that he had had a large 
experience in the treatment of diphtheria in his district, and had 
come to the conclusion that the best means of treatment con- 
sisted, first in the use of calomel as an antiphlogistic, followed 
by the very free use of chlorate of potash. He had seen 400 
or 500 cases of the disease since he instituted this plan of treat- 
ment, but had not met with a single fatal case. He also, in 
conjunction with the foregoing remedies, made use of the solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver (20 grains to the ounce) as a local 
application, as well as saturated solutions of alum and lemon- 
juice on crushed ice. 

Dr. Bibbins, of N. Y., stated that some time since the ques- 
tion was asked him by Prof. A. Clark—What was the number 
of cases of diphtheria which he had met with in dispensar 
practice? Dr. Bibbins, before he was prepared to answer a | 
a question, wished to know from Dr. Clark what he understood 
to be true diphtheria—whether the essential symptoms of the 
disease were considered to be adenitis, false membrane, fever, 
and depression of the vital powers. ‘Of course,” replied Dr. 
Clark, “Dr. A. Jacobi, who had studied this subject very thor- 
oughly, has published the fact that these symptoms are always 
essential to the disease.” A certain proportion of cases must be 
distributed to each individual; and such being the fact, they 
could not but believe that when gentlemen report such a large 
number of cases as occurring in their practice they do not take 
Into account the necessary symptoms of diphtheria; that a 
great many report cases which they call diphtheria, which other 
Practitioners are not willing to admit as such. He remarked 
that the average mortality of true cases of diphtheria among 
dispensary patients was thirty-three per cent., and did not sup- 
pose that under any treatment this mortality could be much 
decreased. Dr. A. Clark had reported the same rate of mor- 
tality. Dr. Bibbins was led to believe, from the cases which 
he had met with, that the tonic and supporting plan of treat- 
ment was the only reliable one. 


Dr. Shumway, of N. Y., had used with great benefit, as local 
applications, the nitrate of silver stick, the chlorate of potash, 
and the chlorate of ammonia. He apprehended that the great 
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difficulty with many patients that were convalescent was not 
that they did not get medicine enough, but that there wag 
paralysis of the throat which prevented them from swallowing 
them. In those cases he had used nutritive injections into the 
stomach with very good results. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., spoke in this connexion of blood-poisonin 
in many diseases, diphtheria among the rest. He thought that 
there was yet a great deal to be learned with reference to the 
true pathology of these so-called blood diseases. The query 
hed arisen with him whether diphtheria really depended pri- 
marily upon a poison in the blood, or whether the altered con- 
dition of the blood itself, instead of being primary, was itself a 
secondary consequence of a prior change in the properties of 
the organized tissues of the human body. He discussed this 
question at considerable length, showing the probability that 
there might be such a fundamental error in nutrition, as that 
assimilation and disassimilation was so interfered with that the 
blood was‘ poisoned in consequence. 

Dr. Hewitt remarked that he had great faith in the solvent 
power of both alum and chlorate of potash on the diphtheritie 
membrane. He had taken pieces of the membrane that had 
been separated, and had dissolved them entirely in solutions of 
these salts. His treatment was to take a glass tube, pass it 
back into the fauces, and inject one or other of the solutions 
directly against the affected parts. 

Dr. Mciasiewe, of Concord, N. H., was of the opinion that if 
there was any error in nutrition, it was secondary to the forma- 
tion of the membrane in the throat, which, by obstruction to the 
respiration, interfered with the proper oxidation of the blood. 
This he considered to be the starting-point of the constitutional 
trouble. For the purpose of aiding the system in the elimina- 
tion of the poison in the later stages of the disease he had used 
colchicum seed, guaiac, and nitrate of potash, with much satis 
faction. 

Dr. Taylor, of Iowa, did not think that there was any good 
to be attained by suggesting this and that remedy for a disease 
which had existed in every section of the country ; for different 
remedies must be used in different localities, and he thought the 
best guide for any general plan of treatment was to be found in 
a proper, thorough, and enlightened view of the pathology of 
the disease. 

INHALATION OF NEBULIZED FLUIDS. 

Dr. J. Solis Cohen, of Philadelphia, read a paper entitled 
“Remarks on the Inhalation of Nebulized Liquids, and their 
Topical Application to Inflamed and Ulcerated Surfaces.’ 
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The reader stated that his design was not so much to present 
s review of the knowledge of the profession on these topics, or 
to bring forward any of his peculiar views, as much as to give 
a resume of the results thus far obtained from recent experience, 
with a view of eliciting upon a subsequent occasion a valuable 

per on the whole subject of the Therapeutics of Inhalation, 
which should embody the experience of a number of observers, 
and furnish the profession with authoritative data for their 
general investigation, inasmuch as the literature on this subject, 
especially in this country, was very meagre and unsatisfactory. 

The paper stated that the idea of — diseases of the 
respiratory organs by inhalation, which should bring remedies 
directly in contact with diseased surfaces, was as old as the 
healing art itself; for what was more natural than to imitate 
the entrance of the vivifying breath of life in its access to the 
economy? The records of classic Greece and Rome show that 
this principle was taken advantage of in the inhalation of vola- 
tile substances, and in the residence of patients upon the sea- 
shore, and in the neighborhood of volcanoes. This method of 
treatment fell into disuse, and was again resorted to man 
times, and had fallen into permanent neglect for a long Prom 
until the discoveries of oxygen leading to further chemical re- 
search, and the promulgation of the exhilarating effects follow- 
ing inhalation of the nitrous oxide gas, again directed attention 
to the subject of inhalation as a remedial agent. Then the 
ammoniacal exhalations from cattle yards, stables, etc., became 
largely employed in many affections, until too extended em- 
pirical application to all the ills of life meeting with failure, led 
the whole system into disuse, even for these affections for which 
it was originally intended. The discoveries of the properties of 
chlorine, iodine, ete., of the effects of the smoking of opium 
among the Chinese, led to the employment of similar substances ; 
and the whole series of narcotics, resins, and all substances pro- 
ducing vapor became employed in this manner. 

Observations of the diseases affecting workers in minerals, 
metals, ete., and the post-mortem revelations of the scalpel, 
proving the entrance of particles of dust into the lungs, led to 
the therapeutic employment of powders by inhalation. 

After some other general remarks of a similar nature, the 
paper went on to relate that within a few years a new method 
of presenting liquid substances for inhalation as such, had be- 
come much employed in Europe, and seemed to promise an 
extensive field of success in the treatment of the whole class of 
pectoral troubles. 


Every one is familiar with the effect of a stream of water 
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directed upon the side of a house, how a large portion of the 
volume of water is directed back in a shower of small streams, 
or coarse spray. In certain bathing establishments in Germany, 
many liquid applications are made on this principle to the sur. 
face of the body in the treatment of affections of special organs, 
and of the general system likewise. Streams of the medicated 
liquid are forced against metallic plates on the walls of the 
bathing apartments, and fall over the desired surfaces in this 
shower or coarse spray. 

It having been noticed that amelioration of concomitant chest 
affections seemed to follow this exposure for other purposes, 

atients were sent to these establishments to respire the air thus 
impregnated. ‘The beneficial results obtained at the Inhalato- 
rium of Dr. Auphan, of Eaux-les-Bains, established in 1849, 
led to similar establishments elsewhere, until finally, Sales- 
Girons, who, in connexion with Flube, had in 1856 erected an 
inhalatorium at Pierre-fonds, conceived the idea of constructing 
on this principle a portable apparatus which could be employed 
by patients at their residences, and thus admit of much wider 
application. Sales-Girons exhibited an instrument of this kind 
to the Academy in 1858. His apparatus consisted of a con- 
densing syringe, which forced a very fine stream of liquid 
against a convex metallic button, converting it in deflection 
into a very finely divided spray, having much the appearance 
of a dense fog or mist, the separate particles of which, sus- 
pended as they are for a time in the atmosphere, playing 
around much like the dust observed in a sunbeam, can be drawn 
into the lungs by inspiration. 

The paper referred to several of these apparatus, especially 
the modification of the tubes of Bergson, and the employment 
of steam by Siegle, in lieu of the compressed air, and stated 
that experiments upon living animals proved the entrance of 
these particles into the air-cells; though for various reasons, 
the spray striking against many surfaces during its ingress, 1t8 
dissipation into a much larger volume than could be received 
into the mouth, etc., but a small quantity of the liquid thus 
nebulized (the writer thought not more than twelve per cent.) 
could reach the smaller bronchial ramifications. 


The writer thought that the application in this manner of 
liquid substances of known strength directly to the diseased 
surfaces would prove more prompt in effect, whether for good 
or ill, than when the entire current of the circulation became 
the vehicle of communication, perhaps affecting the general 
system when not desirable. The mucous membrane of the 
lungs is quick to absorb, secretes no chemical product to modify 
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chemical medicines, and has no temporary ingesta to interfere 
with the direct action of remedial agents applied to it. 

Although the results thus far obtained are far from being 
positive, and many of them are unsatisfactory and negative, 
still they are such as to justify careful research into this new 
method of medication. 

Some conclusions were then given as the results of recorded 
experience; the results of the writer’s personal experience and 
observations, and the results of extensive experiments, carefull 
conducted by Dr. J. M. Da Costa, at the Pennsylvania Hospi- 
tal, as well as those obtained by the latter named gentleman in 
his private practice. 

A few remarks followed as to the manner of preparing medi- 
cines for employment in this way, and their application when 
different parts of the air-passages were to be medicated. 

Allusion was made to the employment of this system of neb- 
ulization for local applications to inflamed and ulcerated surfaces 
on the exterior of the body, and a certain distance within the 
various cavities, and an instrument devised for this purpose was 
exhibited, to demonstrate that in a second or two a layer of a 
caustic or other solution, many times more delicate than any 
film which should be deposited by the slightest touch of a hair 
pencil, could be directed upon an ulcerated or inflamed surface, 
whether of large or small surface. A continuous application of 
course can be kept up when desired, and in this connexion the 
method was recommended for the production of local anzesthe- 
sia for minor operations in surgery—a subject at present 
exciting a good deal of attention, and brought to the notice of 
the profession by Dr. B. W. Richardson, of London. 


_ On motion, the paper was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication, for publication in the Transactions of the year; but 
at the request of the writer, the motion was modified to call 
for the appointment of a special committee to report on the 
“Therapeutics of Inhalation” at the next annual meeting of 
the Association. 

On motion, the paper was received. 


Dr. J. E. Clawson, of Delaware, moved that the Section ap- 
point a Special Committee on the Therapeutics of Inhalation, 
to consist of three members, and that the paper of Dr. J. 8. 
Cohen, just read, be referred to that Committee. Carried. 


The Chairman appointed as such Committee : 


Dr. J. Solis Cohen, Philadelphia ; Dr. J. M. DaCosta, Phila- 
delphia; Dr. L. Elsberg, New York. 
Adjourned. 
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Section on Medical Jurisprudence, Physiology and 
Hygiene. 





FIRST SESSION, MAY 1, 1866. 


The session was organized at Concordia Hall, 8 p. m., May 
1, by electing Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Pennsylvania, Chairman; 
and Dr. A. N. Bell, of N. Y., Secretary. 





REPORT ON DISINFECTANTS, 


The first paper called up was the Report on Disinfectants, 

which was read by Dr. E. M. Hunt, of New Jersey, chairman 
of the committee. On motion to refer it to the Committee on 
Publication, it was brought under discussion by Dr. T. Antisell, 
who, though he considered the report in many respects an able 
one, did not regard it sufficiently elaborate, particularly in the 
special utility of dry heat for the destruction of fungous organ- 
isms resulting from the exposed excreta of persons sick of the 
cholera. While he regarded the most scrupulous cleanliness 
and care in the removal as speedily as possible, of all accumu 
lations of whatever kind from such persons; yet he thought 
that here disinfectants had their chief application, and that if 
means could be devised for the thorough application of heat to 
all such accumulations, the poisonous quality for the diffusion 
of the epidemic would be destroyed. Of ozone and other disin- 
fectants dwelt upon by the committee, he thought them of much 
less importance, and that they occupied too large a space in 
the report, to the exclusion of that which he considered so much 
more useful. 
iM Drs. Green, C. A. Lee, E. R. Squibb and Jas. Hibberd took 
issue with Dr. Antisell as to the province of the committee in 
the report, regarding it in the main as sufficiently elaborate, 
i and more strictly in accordance with what reports for the 
ae Transactions of the Association should be, than if it went into 
H collateral subjects. 

Drs. Hunt and Bell defended the report on the ground that 
it was necessarily a chief effort on the part of the committee to 
eerie a resume of such facts as had from time to time been 

rought to notice in the history of disinfectants; and that it 
would not only be out of the province of the committee, but 
quite impossible, to report upon the special indications for the 
application of disinfectants to the various supposed causes of 
disease, such as the one presented by Dr. Antisell. 

The motion to refer the paper to the Committee on Publice 
tion was then put, and the paper was so referred. 
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On motion, it was voted that Dr. Antisell be requested to 
prepare a paper for the next Session of the Association, On the 
Causes of Epidemics. 


SECOND SESSION, MAY 2. 
THE USE OF PERMANGANATE OF POTASH. 


Dr. B. F. Craig read a paper on the use of permanganate 
of potash for the purification of water, especially during the 
revalence of epidemic cholera. 

The points of the paper were presented by Drs. C. A. Lee 
and E. R. Squibb, namely, that the disinfecting agent in the 
use of the permanganate of potassa and allied substances—was 
ozone. According to the remarks of Dr. Squibb, the power of 
disinfecting substances generally, excepting some, such as 
charcoal, which are absorbents, can be measured in a certain 
degree by the facility with which they give out or abstract 
oxygen. The paper under discussion was defective, in that 
the author assumed that the organic matter present in nature 
is the cause of cholera; and also that he pa no note of the 
deposit of carbonate of potassa that would take place even to a 
mischievous degree in the use of the remedy. Yet, upon the 
whole, the paper should be regarded as a contribution to the 
important subject of disinfectants. It was, on motion, voted 
to commend it to the Committee on Publication. 


COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 


Compulsory Vaccination was presented as a subject of dis- 
cussion by Dr. A. N. Bell, chairman of the committee on that 
subject. While he regarded the literature of vaccination for 
the profession exhausted, he considered the field still large for 
the purposes of the committee, namely, the diffusion of infor- 
mation among the people; and his chief object in presenting 
the subject in this manner, instead of by formal report, was to 
elicit the expression of the Section as to the best means of dif- 
fusing information. In the Southern States, especially, a new 
field was now open for reaching a large number of persons 
requiring vaccination and revaccination, in order to put a stop 
to the ravages of small-pox, and he hoped that some of the 

entlemen present would be able to assist the Committee in 
evising means for such a purpose. 

Dr. Wm. M. Charters, of Georgia, described the terrible 
ravages of small-pox among the negroes at Savannah on the 
arrival of General Sherman’s army, and attributed it, not to 
any want of a correct appreciation of the utility of vaccina- 
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tion, but to the imperfect manner in which vaccination wag 
performed. 

It was the practice, to a great extent, to commit this subject 
to unprofessional persons. In the Southern States, especially, 
masters and overseers thought themselves equally competent 
with physicians for so simple an operation. But the result 
justified the conclusion, that the disease they communicated 
was frequently a vaccinoid sore only, and not a vaccine vesicle, 
The operation was performed more with reference to making a 
sore than anything else, and that was regarded as the prophy- 
lactic, but exposure proved to the contrary. In other cases, 
however, and these were by no means insignificant, vaccination 
had been well performed and it had taken perfectly, but the 
susceptibility to it and to small-pox not having been exhausted, 
the individual was still liable. He therefore advocated exhaus- 
tive vaccination to begin with; let the operation be repeated 
until it ceases to produce an impression, and he believed sus- 
ceptibility to small-pox would be destroyed for the whole life- 
time of the individual. To accomplish this, he believed in the 
necessity of compulsory laws, requiring every person to be 
thoroughly vaccinated, under such penalties as would insure 
compliance. 

Drs. Lee and Hibberd referred to the ineffectual State laws 
on the subject, and also to the no less ineffectual laws of Eng- 
land, and thought that something more was required. 

Dr. Nebinger did not believe that such laws could ever be 
made effectual in this country, and thought that the work of 
the Committee to diffuse information—which, so far as vaccina- 
tion without danger, or a belief in its prophylactic powers was 
concerned, was effectual—only now need be pressed to the 
equal necessity of revaccination. On the necessity of revacci- 
nation, he knew that there were yet many physicians and a 
multitude of other people needing information. He cited 
several cases in illustration. He hoped that the Committee 
would be continued, and that every member of the Section 
would do his utmost to press upon the attention of the pro- 
fession and the public the facts that had been already presented 
in the last year’s report. ; 

Dr. Toner expected much good to result from registration, & 
subject that was now attracting much attention; and when It 
was so far advanced that correct information could be gained a8 
to who was and who was not vaccinated, he thought that one 
great obstacle would be removed—the necessity of universal 
vaccination would be so much more apparent that the purpose 
of the Committee would be much facilitated. 
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On motion, it was voted that the Section recommend that 
the Committee be continued. 

Dr. OC. A. Lee introduced leakage of gas pipes as a subject 
well worthy of the consideration of the Section and of the 
Association. . 

On motion, it was voted that Dr. J. C. Draper, of New York, 
be requested to prepare a report for the next session of the 
Association on the leakage of gas pipes. 


THIRD SESSION, MAY 3. 
ON ALCOHOL AND ITS RELATIONS TO MAN, 


This paper, on Alcohol and its Relations to Man, by Dr. 
Gerard F. Morgan, of Maryland, was presented and in part 
read by Dr. Dunbar, member of the special Committee with 
Dr. Morgan to present a report upon this subject. 

After some discussion, it was, on motion, voted, that the 
report presented by the Committee on the subject be referred 
to a new committee, to report at the next session. 

Dr. Dunbar, of Maryland, Dr. T. Antisell, D. C., and Dr. . 
N.S. Davis, Ill., were nominated, and the request referred to 
the Association. 

Adjourned sine die. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Iowa State Medical Society met in the basement of the 
Second Baptist Church, Davenport, on Wednesday, the 9th of 
May, at 10 o’clock a. M., the attendance being fair and various 
parts of the State represented. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. J. C. Hughes, of Keo- 
kuk, Dr. J. Williamson, of Ottumwa, Vice-President, took the 
Chair and called the meeting to order. Dr. J. W. H. Baker, 
of Davenport, appeared as Secretary. 

The Rev. Mr. Watson, of the Baptist Church, was called 
upon and opened the proceedings with a fervent prayer. 

In the absence of Dr. J. M. Witherwax, President of the 
Scott County Medical Society, Dr. Thos. J. Saunders received 
the members, addressing them as follows: 


Gentlemen of the Iowa State Medical Society : 

Again we give you cordial and hearty welcome to the city of 
Davenport. Since the organization of the Society, sixteen 
years ago, this is the third time we have been honored by your 
presence. The meeting of 1859, particularly, has a strong 
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abiding place in the memory, invested as it was by an intensity 
of zeal and development of ability, promising as an eventual 
result of our associated capacity, great and permanent good, 
The disturbed state of the country for the past five years may 
have retarded somewhat our progress towards that liberal 
scheme of expansion which was intended to embrace and con. 
centrate the Medical mind of Iowa. But your presence here 
to-day is regarded as an harbinger of renewed interest in all 
that pertains to our noble calling—an interest, it is hoped, 
which, with the return of peace to the land, may go on from 
year to year constantly. increasing. 

May the time come when, instead of a limited number of 
delegates from those localities only which preponderate in 
population, our annual gatherings shall be composed of learned 
and experienced representatives from every county in the State. 
With lowa’s steady and rapid march as a commonwealth, the 
desire of every true votary of medical science within her borders 
should be to unfold and sustain our peculiar sphere of useful- 
ness, in a manner fully equal to her constantly enhancing 
political greatness. If, in all our movements as a body, we are 
governed by reasonable prudence, animated by unflagging 
enthusiasm, and constantly recognize the importance of unity 
of action, then we have reason to believe the anticipated fruits 
of close organization will be made manifest, to some at least, 
who, from the very beginning, have been assiduously engaged 
in maintaining the dignity of the profession, as well as to those 
who now have control of the laboring oar. 

With a vivid remembrance of the hospitality the physicians 
of Scott county have experienced in various parts of the State, 
we greet you on this occasion, and esteem it a privilege to have 
the opportunity of reciprocating the kindness which we have 
uniformly met when abroad. 

The proceedings of the last annual meeting, held at Ottumwa, 
were then read by the Secretary and approved. 

Dr. W. F. Peck, of Scott, offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Doctors Iles, Twining, Harrison, Blackburn, 
Hudson, Carpenter, French, Richardson and Rodman, be invited 
to seats in this body until they shall become members. — 

In accordance with the usual custom, the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Society were then read by the Secretary. 

The Censors of the Society all being absent, the following 
gentlemen were appointed to examine applicants for admission 
to membership, viz: Drs. Peck, Saunders, Watson, Whinnery, 
and Tomson. Soon after a report was made, and new members 
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were unanimously elected by ballot (Drs. McCortney and Peck 
being tellers) as follows : 


Dr. L. French, graduate of Berkshire Medical College, 
Massachusetts, Dec., 1858. 

Dr. S. D. Richardson, graduate of Ohio Medical College, 
Cincinnati, O., March, 1839. 

Dr. Thos. J. Iles, graduate of Transylvania University, 
Kentucky, March, 1838-9. 

Dr. A. M. Carpenter, graduate of University, Louisville, 
Ky., March, 1854. 

Dr. A. T. Hudson, graduate of Albany Medical College, N. 
Y., Feb., 1847. 

Dr. J. C. Blackburn, graduate of Cincinnati College Med. and 
Surgery, Ohio, March, 1855-6. 

Dr. A. A. Rodman, graduate of Keokuk Medical College, 
Towa, March, 1864-5. 


Dr. Watson, of Dubuque, offered the following, which was 
adopted : 


Wuerzas, The regular annual meetings of this Society have 
been somewhat interrupted by the absence of many members of 
the profession in the service and from other causes, which has 
resulted in placing a large number upon the suspended list; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That members suspended for the non-payment of 
dues be permitted to resume their standing in the Society at 
this meeting, by the payment of the annual fee for the present 
year. 

Qn motion, the following committee on nominations for 
fiicers of the Society, was raised: Dr. Peck, of Scott; Dr. 
Carpenter, of Lee; Dr. J. C. Lay, of Dubuque; Dr. Rousseau, 
of Washington; Dr. Whinnery, of Lee; Dr. Carhart, of Linn; 
and Dr. Tomson, of Scott. 


The presiding officer laid before the Society a communication 
from Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer, Matron of the Soldier’s Orphans 
Home, extending an invitation to visit the institution, which was 
accepted, with the understanding that the time of said visit 
thould hereafter be designated. 


On motion of Dr. McCortney, the Society adjourned till 2 
Velock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At 2 o’clock Pp. M. the Society again met, Dr. Williamson 
taking the Chair. 


The Secretary presented letters received from Dr. J.W. Rob- 
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bins, of Manchester, and Dr. A. G. Field, of Des Moines 
excusing themselves for non-attendance. 
The Committee on Nomination asked for and obtained time, 
Dr. Watson, Treasurer, made a report, which was accepted, 
Dr. Gamble, from the Board of Censors, made a report in 
favor of the following persons for membership, who were subse. 
quently balloted for and elected : 


aa James Irwin, graduate of Geneva Medical College, N.Y 
5. 
ie’ George W. Carter, graduate of University of Michigan, 

53. 

Dr. P. V. Clark, graduate of Keokuk Medical College, 1860, 

Dr. W. A. Hosford, graduate of Castleton Medical College, 
Vt., 1846. 

The regular call for reports of committees was then proceeded 
with. 

Professor Carpenter read a highly interesting report prepared 
by J. C. Hughes, giving his experience in and advocacy of the 
bi-lateral operation for removal of urinary calculi. The state- 
ment was made that he had operated in all twenty-one times 
with only a single fatal termination; and that, four times 
successively, he had been called upon to perform upon the same 
person, a patient of 65 years of age. The report excited much 
interest and was received and referred to Committee on Publi- 
cation. After being read, Drs. Peck, Baker, Williamson, Lay 
and Whinnery made each remarks, giving results of treatment 
of cases of urinary calculi coming under their notice. 

Dr. Williamson laid before the Society a report prepared by 
Dr. Thrall, of Ottumwa. The reading of it was postponed un- 
til the evening session. 

Dr. Baker read a report upon “ New Remedies,” which was 
received and referred to Committee on Publication. Upon its 
conclusion, a general disposition being manifested to give ex- 
pression to a variety of views, the continuation of the subject 
was postponed until the evening session. 

The reception of reports was now discontinued, and the 80- 
ciety proceeded to the consideration of miscellaneous business. 

The Secretary presented a bill for expenses, which was refer- 
red to an auditing committee consisting of Drs. Whinnery and 
Iles. ! 

The subject of appointing a time for visiting the Soldiers 
Orphans Home agreeably to the invitation tendered this morn- 
ing, was taken up, and after some discussion was laid upon the 
table for the present, a strong disposition being manifested to 
comply, if time would permit. 


” 
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Dr. Saunders offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That Professor A. M. Carpenter, of Keokuk, Dr. 
J. W. H. Baker, of Davenport, and Dr. Wm. Watson, of 
Dubuque, be appointed a committee for the purpose of present- 
ing resolutions expressive of the sense of this body in relation 
to our late fellow associate, Professor D. L. McGugin, who, 
since our last meeting, has departed this life. 

The Society then adjourned till 74 o’clock this evening. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Society met at 7} o'clock. 

Dr. Williamson called Dr. Watson to the chair, and read a 
paper entitled “‘ Hemato-Pathology, in its application to Diph- 
theria and Spotted Fever,” prepared by Professor H. L. Thrall, 
of Ottumwa. The same was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

The discussion of the subject of “New Remedies,” then 
occupied the Society for the rest of the evening. 

Then adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow (this) morning. 


SECOND DAY. 

At 9 o’clock A. M., the Society was called to order, Dr. Wil- 
liamson in the chair. 

The Secretary being absent, Dr. W. F. Peck was elected to 
occupy the position temporarily. 

Dr. Whinnery presented resolutions in relation to the manner 
of appointing Hospital Stewards at the State Prison, which, 
after some explanation, and with the mover’s consent, was laid 
on the table for the present. 

Dr. Gamble, from the Board of Censors, reported the follow- 
ing for membership, who were balloted for and elected : 

Stephen M. Cobb, Maine Medical School, 1852. 

Melville M. Shearer, Keokuk Medical College, 1864. 

Dr. Peck made a report from the Committee on Nominations, 
Which was received. 

The amendment to the Constitution, offered by Dr. Baker at 
the meeting last year, “allowing the election of a permanent 
Secretary, and the location of the place of meeting at one point 
for the term of five or ten years next succeeding the season of 
1866,” was taken up and unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Blackman offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Society shall hold its meetings annually 
for five years succeeding May 9th, 1866, at Davenport, Iowa. 

The resolution, after some discussion, was adopted, having 


n amended so as to read “at Davenport, Iowa, or Des 
Moines, Iowa.” 


38 
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Prof. Carpenter made the following report : 

The committee on resolutions expressive of the sense of this 
body relative to the death of Dr. D. L. McGugin, beg leave to 
report the following : 

WuEREAS, Since the last meeting of the Iowa State Medical 
Society, by a dispensation of Divine Providence, our lamented 
associate, Dr. D. L. McGugin, has been removed from us by 
death, and summoned to his reward—therefore, 

Resolved, That while we bow with submission to the stern 
decree, we mourn with sincere and heartfelt sorrow, the loss of 
our departed brother, and will ever cherish the memory of his 
unwavering child-like humility; his open, generous, manly 
virtues ; his professional zeal, and his untiring Christian beney- 
olence. 

Resolved, That in his loss this Society is deprived of one of 
its most earnest co-laborers, whose life has been devoted with a 
singleness of purpose to the advancement and upbuilding of a 
profession honored among men. 

Resolved, That we tender to the bereaved family of our 
deceased brother the heartfelt sympathies of this body, and that 
they be furnished with a copy of the proceedings. 

A. M. CARPENTER, 
Chairman of Committee. 


The report having been read, the same was accepted and 
unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Maxwell moved to take up the invitation to the Soldiers’ 
Orphans Home, and that a committee of five be appointed to 
visit the institution and report. 

Agreed to, and Drs. Cobb, Carpenter, Lay, Gamble and Hud- 
gon were appointed said committee. 


The report of the Committee on Nominations was taken up, 
and the Society proceeded to the election of officers for the en- 
‘suing year, with the following result: 


President—Dr. John W. H. Baker, of Scott. 
Vice-President—Dr. James C. Lay, of Dubuque. 
Secretary—Dr. Washington F. Peck, of Scott. 
Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Abram M. Carpenter, of Lee. 
Treasurer—Dr. M. B. Cochran, of Johnson. 
Censors—Dr. Rousseau, of Washington; Dr. Schaffer, of 
Jefferson; Dr. Gamble, of Scott; Dr. Watson, of Dubuque, 
and Dr. Field, of Polk. 
The recommendation of the Nominating Committee, that 
the next meeting of the Society be held at Davenport, was 
adopted. 





IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 828 


The newly elected President was then conducted to the chair, 
and acknowledged the compliment of being chosen to the posi- 
tion in a brief and appropriate address. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of delegates to 
the American Medical Association, to meet in Cincinnati next 

ear, as follows: Dr. Thos. J. Saunders, Dr. A. M. Carpenter, 

t. Whinnery, Dr. Watson, Dr. Geo. W. Carter, Dr. Carhart, 
Dr. W. F. Rodman, Dr. Blackwell, Dr. Gamble, Dr. Hudson, 
Dr. Cobb, Dr. Lloyd, Dr. J. C. Lay, Dr. Williamson, and Dr. 
J. M. Schaffer, the delegates to have the power of substitution 
from members of: the State Society. 

The Society then adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


At 2 o’clock p. M., the President, Dr. Baker, took the chair 
and called the meeting to order. 

Drs. Gregg, Truesdale, and Plummer, of Rock Island Medical 
Society, being present, were invited to take seats in the meeting. 

Dr. Whinnery presented some interesting cases in connection 
vith Obstetrics, occurring in his practice, which were read and 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Peck presented a paper upon a medical topic, as chair- 
man of a committee raised for the purpose of investigating its 
history and treatment, and read the same to the Society. It 
was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. John H. Rauch, former President of the Iowa State 
Medical Society, then delivered an eloquent address, which 
commanded the undivided attention of the members for more 
than an hour. Upon its conclusion, the thanks of the Society 
were tendered to Dr. Rauch and a copy requested for publica- 
tion. 

The following resolutions presented by Dr. Whinnery this 
morning, were taken up and adopted : 

Resolved, In view of the fact that the Hospital at the Iowa 
Penitentiary is one of the best positions in the State for young 
men to study medicine, that the Warden be requested by this 
Society to give the preference to those who are about to enter 
upon the study of our profession for the Stewardship. 

Resolved, That the institution owes this to the Medical pro- 


fession, and that if the present Warden does not grant it agree- 
ably to the desire of the attending physician, we respectfully 
request the Legislature at its next session to pass an act making 
it imperative to do so. 

motion, The thanks of the Society were unanimously 
tendered to the Rev. Mr. Watson and those having charge of 
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the Baptist Church for the use of their Lecture-room during 
their stay. 
Dr. Williamson offered the following, which was adopted : 
Resolved, That all old Committees on diseases and subjects 
for report, are hereby discharged and that new ones be formed, 
On motion of Dr. Watson, Drs. Gamble and Saunders were 
appointed to act in connection with the President as Committee 
on Publication. 
Adjourned to meet at Dr. Iles’ office at 7 o’clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION, 


At T o’clock Pp. M., the Society met at the office of Dr. Iles, 
the President in the chair. 

Various committees were appointed for the purpose of report- 
“= the next Annual Meeting. 

r. Gamble, from the Board of Censors, reported for member- 

ship as follows, and a ballot resulted in their unanimous election: 

Dr. Samuel Knox, Graduate of Penn’a Medical College, Pa., 
1857. 

Dr. James Guthrie, Graduate of Western Reserve College, 
Ohio, 1860. 

The amount of matter to be published was left to the discre- 
tion of the Committee on Publication. 


The Committee appointed to visit the Soldiers’ Orphans 
Home made a report that greater attention to the sanitary 
condition of the vicinity would, in their opinion, be of advan- 
tage to the health of the inmates; also, that the entire control 
of the matter should be under the direction of the medical 
officer. Report adopted. 

The Society then adjourned sine die. 


ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical 
Society assembled in Powers’ Hall, Decatur, June 5th, at 9} 
o’clock A.M, The President, Dr. J. M. Steele, of Grandview, 
called the Society to order, and the Rev. D. C. Marquis opened 
the exercises by prayer. 

Dr. E. W. Moore, Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, welcomed the delegates to the hospitalities of the city of 
Decatur, and reported as present the following members: 

Drs. J. H. Hollister, J. S. Jewell, E. L. Holmes, J. W. Freer, 
N. F. Quales, Ira Hatch, T. D. Fitch, and §. A. MeWilliams, 
of Chicago, Cook county; T. F. Worrell, D. L. Crist, C. R. 
Parke, John Little, S. W. Noble, and D. O. Crist, of Blooming: 
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ton, McLean county; J. A. Heckelman, Alex. McBride, S. 
McBride, S. T. Trowbridge, B. A. Allison, J. A. W. Hostetter, 
(), F. Parker, Ira N. Barnes, E. W. Moore, and J. Brown, of 
Decatur, Macon county; Daniel Stahl, Louis Watson, Joseph 
Robbins, and W. M. Landon, of Quincy, Adams county; Geo. 
T, Allen, P. J. Wardner, and A, A. Patterson, of Springfield, 
and W. H. Veatch, of Pawnee, Sangamon county; Geo. R. 
Bibb and David Prince, of Jacksonville, and R. E. McVey, of 
Waverly, Morgan county; E. W. Mills, of Sullivan, Moultrie 
county; J. H. Tyler, B. K. Shurtleff, R. T. Richards, and W. 
W. Adams, of Clinton, DeWitt county ; H. Noble, of Heyworth, 
McLean county;.N. Wright, of Chatham, Sangamon county ; 
Geo. W. Albin, of Neoga, Cumberland county; F. B. Haller, of 
Vandalia, Fayette county; J. M. Steele, of Grandview, Edgar 
county; L. T. Hewins, of Loda, Iroquois county; 8. P. Breed, 
of Princeton; Bureau county ; W. M. Chambers, of Charleston, 
Coles county; John Wright, of Clinton Institute of Medicine ; 
and J. O. Hamilton, of Jerseyville, Jersey county. 


The following were then proposed and duly elected perma- 
nent members : 

Drs. J. M. Harwood, W. E. Wilson, B. A. Allison, Charles N. 
Denison, W. B. Hostetter, O. F. Parker, J. A. Heckelman, and 
W. H. Walters, of Decatur, Macon county; P. H. Bailhache, 
H.C. Barrell, B. M. Griffith, and H. H. Roman, of Springfield, 
Sangamon county; J. N. Ralston, of Quincy, Adams county ; 
(. Gorham, of York; W. M. Wilcox, of Mattoon; S. B. Me- 
Glumphy, of Lincoln; D. T. Ryner, of Macon; J. P. Taggert, 
of Cairo; C. J. Gill, of Bloomington; J. A. Ward, of Living- 
ston; and N. G. Blalock, of Mount Zion, Macon county. 

A letter from Dr. N. 8S. Davis, Permanent Secretary, was 
read, stating that he was unable to attend the present Annual 
Meeting, on account of severe sickness. 

On motion, Dr. 8. A. McWilliams, of Chicago, was appointed 
Secretary pro tem. 

The following committee of one from each county represented, 
was appointed to nominate the officers, and fill the Standing 
Committees, for the ensuing year, viz: 

Drs. H. Noble, of McLean county ; Louis Watson, of Adams 
uty; 8. P. Breed, of Bureau county; J. W. Freer, of Cook 
county; W. M. Chambers, of Coles county; G. W. Albin, of 
Cumberland county; J. H. Tyler, of DeWitt county; J. M. 


Steele, of Edgar county; F. B. Haller, of Fayette county; L. 
T. Hewins, of Iroquois county; S. T. Trowbridge, of Macon 
county; R. E, McVey, of Morgan county; N. Wright, of San- 
gion county; and S. B. McGlumphy, of Logan county. 
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The Committee retired, and after a brief consultation, re. 
ported the following nominations : 
For President—Dr. F. B. Haller, of Vandalia. 
“ Vice-President—Dr. L. T. Hewins, of Loda, 
“ 2d Vice-President—Dr. N. Wright, of Chatham. 
“ Treasurer—Dr. J. H. Hollister, of Chicago. 


On motion, the report of the Committee was accepted, and 
the candidates nominated unanimously elected. 

Drs. W. M. Chambers and H. Noble were appointed a com. 
mittee to conduct the officers just elected to their places. 

Dr. J. M. Steele, the retiring President, thanked the Socie- 
ty for its uniform kindness and support, and retired with the 
cordial good wishes of every member. 

Dr. F. B. Haller, the President elect, was then introduced, 
and, after a brief and appropriate address, entered upon the 
discharge of his official duties. 

A communication from the Adams County Medical Society 
was presented and read, making certain charges against Dr. 
Addison Niles, of Quincy. 

After some discussion, the following resolution, offered by 
Dr. T. F. Worrell, of Bloomington, was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, who shall prefer 
charges against Dr. Addison Niles, based on the representations 
made by the Adams County Medical Soeiety, and shall furnish 
him with a copy of such + Hwee with notice to appear before 
this Society at its next regular annual meeting. 

Drs, T. F. Worrell, of Bloomington, J. Brown, of Decatur, 
and H. Noble, of Heyworth, were appointed such committee. 

The following report of the Permanent Secretary and Pub- 
lishing Committee was then read: 

In accordance with the Constitution, which provides that the 
State Medical Society shall hold its annual meeting on the first 
Tuesday in June, whenever the American Medical Association 
meets on the first Tuesday in May, the Permanent Secretary 
gave early notice, in both the Medical Journals published in 
the State, that the present meeting would be held at Decatur 
on the first Tuesday in June. Also, that, in consequence, the 
delegates appointed to attend the American Medical Association 
in Boston last year, must also fill the same appointment at 
Baltimore this year, as there would be no opportunity to appoint 
their successors. He furnished each delegate new credentials 
for that purpose. , é, 

In accordance with the directions of the State Society, at its 
last annual meeting, the Committee of Publication put the Trans- 
actions of the last year to press early, and, as usual, prin 
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300 copies; also, separately, 500 copies of the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Code of Ethics. 
Although the whole expense of typesetting for the Transac- 
tions was avoided by first publishing the matter in the Examiner, 
et the printer’s bill for the present year is as follows : 
300 copies of Transactions for 1865, $195 49 
500 do. Constitution, By-Laws, etc., 57 00 


Total, $252 49 

The amount paid on this bill and the balance unpaid, will be 
shown by the report of the Treasurer. 

Of the 300 copies of Transactions, about 40 were required to 
supply members of the Society, about 20 have been sent to the 
various medical periodicals, leaving about 240 copies on hand. 
About the same proportion of those published each year, since 
the undersigned has been Secretary, are still left to encumber 
the shelves of his office. In consequence of the very small 
number of copies of Transactions either paid for or read by 
the members of the State Society, and the constant indebted- 
ness of the Treasury, we would respectfully suggest that, in 
future, the Committee of Publication be instructed to publish 
the proceedings of the Society in the Chicago Medical Exami- 
ner, and issue extra copies to the number only just sufficient to 
supply such members of the Society as have paid their dues 
before the 1st of August. The Chicago Medical Journal could 
also publish so much of the proceedings as its editors might 
choose. By this course, the Society would soon be out of debt 
and receive all the real benefits that have ever been obtained 
by the publication of their proceedings. 

All of which is submitted. N. 8. Davis, 

Permanent Secretary. 


After having been read, the report was referred to a Special 
Committee, consisting of Drs. S. W. Noble, W. M. Chambers 
and T. F, Worrell. 

The report of Dr. J. H. Hollister, as Treasurer, was read 

and referred to an auditing committee. 
_ The Treasurer also reported that, in accordance with the 
instructions of the Society, he had caused to be prepared a 
book in which to preserve the constitution, by-laws, list of 
oficers and members, and the Treasurer's accounts. 

The Society then adjourned until 2 o'clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society was called to order at 2 o’clock Pp. M., Dr. F. B. 
ler, President, in the chair. 
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Dr. H. Noble, Chairman of the Committee on Practical Medi. 
cine, presented his report, with an accompanying paper from 
Dr. F. B. Haller. After reading, the report and accompanying 
paper were referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. E. L. Holmes, Committee on Ophthalmology, presented 
and read his annual report, which was accepted and referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

On motion, it was resolved that the annual assessment on 
each member for the present year be three dollars. 

The Committee to whom had been referred the Annual Report 
of the Permanent Secretary, made the following report: 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the report of Dr, N, 
8. Davis, would respectfully report that, in our opinion, the 
publication of the proceedings of this Society in either of the 
Medical Journals would be inexpedient. 

We therefore recommend that the proceedings be published 
in pamphlet form, and that there be but one hundred copies 
issued. 

We further recommend that the Committee of Publication 
have the privilege of first publishing the proceedings in the 
Medical Examiner, to save expense—provided there is not 
money enough in the treasury to pay for the immediate pub- 
lication. 

We likewise recommend that the annual assessment be three 
dollars, and that the Treasurer correspond with every‘delinquent 
member, explaining his manner of keeping the records, and 
urging them in the strongest manner possible to keep them- 
selves good on the books. 

All of which is very respectfully submitted. 

S. W. Nose, 
W. M. CHAMBERS, 
T. F. Worrgut. 

After considerable discussion, on motion of Dr. D. Prince, 
the report of the Committee was laid on the table. 

Dr. D. Prince proposed, as an amendment to the clause of 
the Constitution relating to permanent members, that the words 
“but without the right of voting” be stricken out. Proposition 
lies over one year, under the rule. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until 8 o’clock P. M. 


EVENING SESSION. 


At 8 o'clock p. M., the hall was well filled with a popular 
audience, to hear an address from Dr. Geo. T. Allen, of Spring: 
field. The President called the meeting to order, and the 
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aker was introduced by Dr. E. W. Moore, Chairman of the 
(ommittee of Arrangements. 

The address of Dr. Allen was listened to with much pleasure 
and profit. At its close, the Society adjourned until 9 a. M. of 
Wednesday. 


WEDNESDAY, SECOND DAY. 


The Society met at 9 o’clock A. M., the President, Dr. Haller, 
jn the chair. 

The minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read by 
the Secretary and approved. 

On motion of Dr. J. Brown, the Society tendered a vote of 
thanks to Dr. Allen for his public address last evening. 

Dr. J. H. Hollister presented and read a paper on Bromine 
and its compounds as remedial agents, and the pathological 
conditions indicating their use. The paper elicited some dis- 
cussion, and was referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. J. 8. Jewell presented and read a full and carefully pre- 
pared report on Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, which was listened 
tu with close attention, and referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 1} o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


The meeting was called to order at 14 o’clock Pp. M., the 
President, Dr. Haller, in the chair. 

The Secretary read a paper on Spotted Fever, by Dr. F. R. 
Payne, of Marshall, which was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

Drs. Worrell and Brown, from the committee appointed to 
prefer charges against Dr. Addison Niles, of Quincy, reported 
as follows : 


“The undersigned, having been appointed a committee to 
prefer charges against Dr. Addison Niles, of Quincy, a member 
of this Society, respectfully submit the following report : 

“That we charge-Dr. Niles with having violated the Code of 
Ethics, by representing the ‘Quincy Medical Society,’ which 
We consider irregular, being composed, in part, of members who 
had been expelled from the Adams County Medical Society. 

T. F. WorRELL, 
J. Brown.” 

The report was accepted, and the Secretary instructed to 

funish Dr, Niles with a copy, and request him to answer to 


the same in person at the next Annual Meeting of the State 
Medical Society. 
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Dr. H. Noble, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations 
made the following report : ' 

For Place of Next Annual Meeting—Springfield. 

For Assistant Secretary—Dr. P. H. Bailhache, of Springfield, 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. N. Wright, of Chatham; 
B. M. Griffith, H. B. Buck, J. Townsend, and Wm, Jayne, of 
Springfield. 

Committee on Practical Medicine—Drs. J. Adams Allen, of 
Chicago; R. E. McVey, of Waverly; and L. T. Hewins, of 
Loda. 

Committee on Surgery—Drs. H. W. Davis, of Paris; (, R. 
Parke, of Bloomington; and G. R. Bibb, of Jacksonville, 

Committee on Obstetrics—Drs. DeLaskie Miller, of Chicago ; 
N. Wright, of Chatham; and J. N. Ralston, of Quincy. 

Committee on Drugs and Medicines—Drs, P. H. Bailhache, 
of Springfield; N. T. Quales, of Chicago; and J. Miner, of 
Waverly. 

Committee on Ophthalmology—Dr. E. 1. Holmes, of Chicago. 

Committee on Curvature of Spine and Hip Disease—Drs. J, 
W. Freer and R. G. Bogue, of Chicago. 

Committee on Plastic Surgery—Dr. David Prince, of Jack- 
sonville. 

Committee on the Co-Relation between Electricity and Nervous 
Force—Dr. D. T. Ryner, of Macon. 

On motion, the report of the Nominating Committee was 
accepted, and its recommendations adopted. 

On motion of Dr. T. D. Fitch, a committee of three was 
appointed, to report at the next annual meeting, on “ Special- 
ties and Medical Advertising.” 

The President appointed Drs. T. D. Fitch, N. 8. Davis, and 
D. Prince, to act as such committee. 

A paper on the use of Bromide of Ammonium in the treat- 
ment of Epilepsy, by Dr. Ira Hatch, of Chicago, was read by 
Dr. Hollister, and referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. D. Prince proposed the following amendment to the Con- 
stitution ; ‘ 

“Art. 8d—Meetings—The Annual Meetings of this Society 
shall be held on the Third Tuesday in May of each year.” 

On motion, the following members were duly elected Dele- 
gates to the next Annual Meeting of the American Medical 
Association : 

Drs. F, B. Haller, of Vandalia; David Prince, of Jackson- 
ville; J. H. Hollister, of Chicago; Louis Watson, of Quincy; 
H. Noble, of Heyworth; T. F. Worrell, of Bloomington; 8. 1. 
Trowbridge, of Decatur; John Wright, of Clinton; P. J.Ward- 
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ner, of Springfield; D. L. Crist, of Bloomington; J. M. Steele, 
of Grandview ; J. A. W. Hostetter, of Decatur; L. T. Hewins, 
of Loda; G. W. Albin, of Neoga; Wm. M. Chambers, of 
Charleston; C. Goodbrake, of Clinton; 8. W. Noble, of Bloom- 
ington ; Samuel McBride, of Decatur ; James Miner, of Waver- 
ly; J. Brown, of Decatur ; Geo. T. Allen, of Springfield; R. 
Richards, of Santa Anna; J. Robbins, of Quincy; R. E. 
McVey, of Waverly; and W. E. Wilson, of Decatur. 

On motion of Dr. Hollister, each delegate was authorized to 
appoint a substitute, in case of his own inability to attend. 

r. Clarke, of Illiopolis, exhibited an interesting specimen 
of monstrosity. 

Dr. 8. P. Breed, of Princeton, exhibited a uterine polypus, 
with a verbal history of the case, for which he received the 
thanks of the Society. 

Dr. E. W. Moore, Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, presented a list of volunteer papers. 

Dr. § R. Parke, of Bloomington, read the report of a case 
of death from the inhalation of chloroform, which, after an 
interesting discussion, was referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. 8. T. Trowbridge, of Decatur, presented a communica- 
tion in the form of a law to be enacted by the State Legislature, 
designed to secure a higher grade of qualifications for practising 
physicians in this State. 

On motion of Dr. Stahl, of Quincy, the paper of Dr. Trow- 
bridge was referred to the following committee : 


Drs. 8. T. Trowbridge, Geo. T. Allen, P. H. Bailhache, H. 
Noble and David Prince, and the same instructed to prepare 
suitable measures of legislation, and to urge their passage by 
the next Legislature. 

Dr. N. Wright, of Chatham, read a paper on Cholera, which 
was referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Veatch presented a paper on Malarial Fever, which was 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Geo. T. Allen, of Springfield, was appointed a Special 
Committee to report on the Radical Cure of Reducible Hernia. 

Dr. W. M. Chambers, of Charleston, was appointed a Special 
Committee to report on Syphilis. 

On motion of Dr. S. W. Noble, it was resolved that, at the 
next Annual Meeting, all volunteer papers be handed to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, at the com- 
mencement of the meeting. : 

On motion of Dr. Hollister, a vote of thanks was unanimously 
tendered to the Committee of Arrangements, and to the Physi- 
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cians of Decatur, for the very judicious and hospitable manner 
in which they had received and entertained the Society at its 
present meeting. 

On motion, the Society adjourned sine die. 

The number in attendance at the present meeting was larger 
than at any previous meeting since the organization of the So- 
ciety. S. A. McWiLuiaMs, Sec’y pro tem. 


EDITORIAL. 
BOOK NOTICES. 


Urinary and Renal Diseases, including Urinary Deposits, 
Illustrated by numerous cases and engravings. By Win. 
Roserts, M. D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
London; Physician to the Manchester Royal Infirmary; 
Lecturer on Medicine in the Manchester School of Medicine, 
Henry C. Lea, Philadelphia. 1866. 

One of the most encouraging facts connected with the medical 
literature of the present time, consists in the originality of the 
matter which is addressed to the reading public. The day of 
compilation has passed, and we are seldom obliged to swallow a 
statement because of the respectable antiquity of the party who 
first started the tradition. Demonstration is rapidly supplant- 
ing hypothesis, and doubt is giving way to the certainty of 
positive knowledge. The boundary which separates the known 
from the unknown, is less shadowy and uncertain. Every year 
sets forth more precisely the exact area of the territory which 
must yet be explored. 

Dr. Roberts has presented the profession with a book, which 
will be gladly welcomed by all who desire to become acquainted 
with all that in this year, 1866, is known about urinary and 
renal diseases. No one can fail to read the work with interest; 
no physican who is often called to treat cases of urinary and 
renal diseases, can afford to be without this treatise. Each 
chapter is a monograph of the particular disease under consider- 
ation; and the whole field is thus passed under review in 4 
manner which not only leaves very little to be desired, but also 
indicates the phenomena that yet demand investigation with ® 
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precision which must stimulate the progress of inquiry. The 
clinical reports of cases are numerous, and are utilized by 
appropriate commentary, after the example of Bennett in his 
work on Clinical Medicine. The micrographic illustrations are 
a whole generation in advance of the delineations of Prout and 
Golding Bird. From cover to cover, the book is full of meat, 
and that of the juciest, richest flavor. 


For sale by S. C. Griggs & Co., 41 Lake street, Chicago. 
Price, $4.50. 


Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Living New York 
Surgeons. By Samurt W. Francis, A. M., M. D., etc. New 
York: John Bradburn. 1866. , 

The readers of the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical 
Reporter will at once recognize in this volume a reprint of the 
entertaining sketches which have appegred from time to time in 
the columns of that periodical. Inheriting his father’s social 
and literary tastes, Dr. Francis has done for his surgical 
friends that which the celebrated John W. Francis did for the 
ancient worthies of his own time. Biographical sketches are 
always read with eagerness — especially when they illustrate 
those peculiarities which have made men eminent. 

The contents of this little volume will be read with avidity by 
all who have come in contact with the leading surgeons of New 
York: it supplies precisely that kind of information concerning 
their preceptors which students like to possess. Only one criti- 
cism ;—a little less of euphuistic “sweetness, long drawn out,” 
would have been more agreeable. 


Asiatic Cholera. By F. A. Burratt, M. D. New York: 

Wm. Wood & Co., 61 Walker street. 1866. 

This little volume will be read with interest by all who desire 
a clear idea of the history of Cholera. It serves as a pano- 
tama by which is displayed all that is really worthy to be pre- 
served from the mass of literature that has grown out of the 
subject. Having no theory of his own, the author has written 
ina dispassionate manner, and is content to display only the 
samples of other men’s wares, from which all comers are at 
liberty to satisfy themselves. 
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Ticknor and Fields, of Boston, have again laid us under 
obligations by forwarding to our sanctum their publications for 
July. The first chapter of Agassiz’s forthcoming “ Physical 
History of the Valley of the Amazon” appears in this number 
of the Atlantic Monthly. Our Young Folks and Every Sat. 
Saturday are enriched by their usual entertaining miscellany, 

This is the species of literature which the late Prof. Chandler 
Gilman, of blessed memory, was accustomed to recommend to 
his pupils as appropriate reading for the obstetrical bedside. 
Certainly, nothing can be imagined better fitted to beguile the 
tedious hours which so often fall to the lot of the physician. 


At a recent meeting of the Chicago Medical Society, the 
members were favored with an exhibition of samples of the dif- 
ferent varieties of California wine, introduced by Messrs. Per- 
kins & Stern, of New York. We have always believed in the 
success of the vineyards of California, and it is now certain that 
from our Pacific coast are brought wines which are superior to 
any European wines that can be procured in our market. When 
we reflect that the medicinal virtues of wine do not merely con- 
sist in the fact that the beverage supplies to the patient an 
agreeable form of dilute alcohol, but rather in the fact that the 
pure fermented juice of the grape is a complex fluid whose 
properties are specific, and in their action upon the system 
analogous to the natural mineral waters, it is easy to see 4 
reason why for the sick room we should prefer an article which, 
like the California wine, is the genuine product of the vineyard, 
to the fictitious beverages which are ordinarily sold under the 
names of port, sherry and champagne. Messrs. Perkins & Stern 
are the pioneers in the work of introducing the vintage of Cali- 
fornia to the Atlantic States; and the reputation which they 
have established, is a sufficient guarantee for the quality of their 
stock. To the wholesale druggists of this city, they are now 
furnishing the following wines: port, claret, hock, muscatel and 
angelica. The port wine is in color and flavor very similar to 
its European prototype. It contains four per cent. of grape 
sugar, and 16.5 per cent. of alcohol. In this last particular, 
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differs greatly from the imported article which, as received from 
Europe, is always largely reinforced with brandy. The hock is 
a light, dry wine, free from sugar, and forms, in common with 
the claret, a very refreshing article for the use of invalids during 
convalescence from malarial fevers, or in warm weather. The 
angelica contains fifteen per cent. of alcohol with sixteen per 
cent. of grape sugar. This constitutes a very nutritious drink, 
admirably adapted to cases which require the presence of a 
sugar more assiniilable than cane sugar. The muscatel is almost 
asyrup, containing about six per cent. more sugar than is found 
in the angelica. One would suppose this wine might be used as 
an agreeable vehicle for the solution of various drugs. 

These wines have been submitted to the most searching tests 
by the highest medical authorities of the U.S. Army, and have 
always given perfect satisfaction. We believe that they will 
soon be used by the whole body of the profession to the utter 
exclusion of every form of imported wine; and we hope the 
same may become true of the public at large, for where wine is 
moderate in price, drunkenness seldom prevails. 


With the present issue we complete the report of the proceed- 
ings of the American Medical Association. For these very 
full and interesting notes, we are under obligations, many and 
lasting, to our friends of the Medical Record. And by the way, 
if any of our readers desire to enlarge the circle of their medi- 
cal reading, they cannot do better than by subscribing for this 
new semi-weekly serial. For the minutes of the meetings of the 
lowa State Medical Society and the Illinois State Medical 
Association, we are indebted to their Secretaries respectively. 
We have received full and interesting reports of the annual 
meetings of many of the County Medical Societies, which have 
been crowded out for want of space on our pages. It is grati- 
fying to remark the enthusiasm with which the profession has 
resumed the appropriate arts of peace; and in no quarter are 
these manifestations more satisfactory than in the Southern 
States. In addition to the Journals published at Richmond, 
Revannah, Atlanta and Memphis, which we have already 
uoticed, we can now welcome the “Southern Journal of the 
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Medical Sciences,” published in New Orleans by an association 
of physicians, at the head of whom stood the late Dr. E. D. 
Fenner, whose death occurred in April, almost simultaneously 
with the appearance of the new journal to whose establishment 
he had so largely contributed. The Mew Orleans Medical 
Record is a semi-monthly devoted to medical science, under 
the editorial care of the celebrated Dr. Bennet Dowler. These 
new journals are excellent, and promise well for the progress 
of true medical science in that semi-tropical zone upon the 
shores of the Mexican Gulf. 


As the season of vile odors and foul miasms is opening upon 
us with a dark cloud of cholera glooming in the horizon, the 
question of disinfectants assumes more than ordinary interest, 
We notice in the daily papers a circular from Dr. S. ©. Blake, 
tne city physician, recommending the use of chloride of zine 
for the purification of basements, vaults and sick rooms. In 
this he agrees with the distinguished chemist, Prof. Blaney, of 
Rush Medical College, who, in a recent letter to Mr. E. H. Suar- 
gent, the manufacturer, writes as follows: ‘There is abundant 
scientific authority—with which my own experience accords—to 
prove beyond doubt the immense value of this agent as a deod- 
orizer, and, in a high degree, as a disinfectant. While it is 
equally as prompt and efficient as chloride of lime, the best 
known and the longest used of the deodorizers, it has over it 
the great advantage that it has no offensive odor of its own, 
when neutral, and may be freely used about the persons and 
clothing of the most sensitive persons without exciting any 
feeling of disgust. As a deodorizer, for use in closed apart- 
ments, and within dwellings for general family use, I am of the 
opinion that the chloride of zinc is the most sAFB, the most 
PROMPT, and the most EFFICIENT of the deodorizers now fur- 
nished for general distribution.”’ 


Special attention is requested to the advertisement of the 
Prize Committee of the Indiana State Medical Society, which 
will be found in our advertising sheet. 





